
How	We	Got	the	Bible	–	Lesson	6	–	Non-Canonical	NT	Books	

How New Testament Books were recognized: 
1. Initial recipients immediately recognized the books because the knew 

the authors were apostles or prophets (Eph. 2:20; 1 Tim. 5:18) 
2. Inspired books were copied and circulated (Col. 1:16) 
3. By AD 150, the church had widely recognized a basic canon of the NT 
4. As time went on, some began to challenge the canonicity of certain 

books – especially Marcion the heretic (AD 85-160) 
a. Marcion rejected the entire Old Testament canon 
b. Marcion edited Luke to better fit his view of God 
c. Marcion only accepted 10 of Paul’s epistles 

5. Men like Irenaeus (Against Heresies) and Tertullian (Against 
Marcion) among many others arose to defend the New Testament 
Canon.  

a. Marcion’s heresy carried away nearly half of the early church. 
b. However, Marcion brought the question of the canon into sharp 

focus – the early church was forced to respond with apologetics. 
6. By the time of Eusebius (AD 260-340), there was a great degree of 

unanimity in the world-wide church as to the contents of the New 
Testament canon. 

 
How spurious New Testament Documents were recognized and 
 rejected: 

1. Gnosticism was a late 1st Century heresy (“all matter is evil”) 
2. Gnostics wrote many pseudonymous NT documents to support their 

doctrines (e.g. “Gospel of Philip,” “Gospel of Thomas,” etc.) 
3. Early Christians summarily rejected these documents on two fronts: 

a. They were written by false teachers and heretics, not apostles 
and prophets (1 John 4:1-6; Gal. 1:6-8) 

b. They taught doctrines contrary to the doctrine delivered by 
Christ through the apostles (2 John 9-11) 

 
In recent years, scholars have “re-discovered” and popularized many 
Gnostic texts that were discredited and rejected by early Christians.  



Passages from some Gnostic texts: 
 
Gospel of Philip: 
“There were three who always walked with the Lord: Mary, his mother, and her sister, 
and Magdalene, the one who was called his companion. His sister, his mother and his 
companion were each a Mary.” 
“And the companion of [the saviour was Mar]y Ma[gda]lene. [Christ loved] M[ary] more 
than [all] the disci[ples, and used to] kiss her [often] on her [mouth]. The rest of [the 
disciples were offended by it and expressed disapproval]. They said to him, "Why do 
you love her more than all of us?" The Saviour answered and said to them, "Why do I 
not love you like her?” 
 
Gospel of Thomas: 
“Simon Peter said to them: Let Mary go forth from among us, for women are not worthy 
of the life. Jesus said: Behold, I shall lead her, that I may make her male, in order that 
she also may become a living spirit like you males. For every woman who makes 
herself male shall enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 
 
“Infancy Gospel” of Thomas:  
“And after certain days, as Jesus passed through the midst of the city, a certain child 
cast a stone at him and smote his shoulder. And Jesus said unto him: Thou shalt not 
finish thy course. And straightway he also fell down and died. And they that were there 
were amazed, saying: From whence is this child, that every word which he speaketh 
becometh a perfect work?  But they also departed and accused Joseph, saying: Thou 
wilt not be able to dwell with us in this city: but if thou wilt, teach thy child to bless and 
not to curse: for verily he slayeth our children: and every thing that he saith becometh a 
perfect work.  And as Joseph sat upon his seat, the child stood before him; and he took 
hold upon his ear and pinched it sore. But Jesus looked upon him earnestly and said: It 
sufficeth thee.” 
 
Secret Book of John: 
"And the origin of the demons which are in the whole body is determined to be four: 
heat, cold, wetness, and dryness. And the mother of all of them is matter. And he who 
reigns over the heat (is) Phloxopha; and he who reigns over the cold is Oroorrothos; 
and he who reigns over what is dry (is) Erimacho; and he who reigns over the wetness 
(is) Athuro. And the mother of all of these, Onorthochrasaei, stands in their midst, since 
she is illimitable, and she mixes with all of them. And she is truly matter, for they are 
nourished by her.” 
 


