Lesson 3: WHERE DID THIS BOOK COME FROM, ANYWAY? (Part 1)
	Central Truth: Our Bibles today are more accurate than at any point since the New Testament was first written. We can trust God's Word.



I. GETTING OUR TERMS RIGHT
1. Autograph: the original document written (or dictated) by the inspired author (Jer. 36:27; Rom. 16:22)
1. Manuscript: a handwritten copy of an autograph — made to circulate, preserve, and spread God's Word
1. Scripture: the God-breathed text itself (2 Tim. 3:16) — inspiration belongs to the text, not merely the human writer
1. No original autographs survive today — papyrus deteriorates. But that is not a problem, because someone made copies.

II. HOW SCRIPTURE WAS RECORDED & COPIED
1. OT autographs: written in Hebrew and Aramaic; NT autographs in Greek, on papyrus (cf. 2 John 12)
1. Jewish scribal rules were extraordinarily strict:
1. Scrolls written on skins of clean animals by a trained Jewish scribe
1. Every letter counted — even a single out-of-line word condemned the entire copy
1. The Name of God required washing hands and dipping the pen in fresh ink
1. Copies that failed inspection were buried or burned — no shortcuts allowed
1. Even with this care, minor hand-copying errors (skipped lines, repeated words) occasionally slipped through
1. Key point: God inspired the authors, not every copyist — but He still providentially preserved His Word

III. WE HAVE AN ENORMOUS WEALTH OF MANUSCRIPTS
1. 25,700+ Greek and ancient manuscripts of the NT exist today (more are still being catalogued)
1. Plus 10,000+ Latin manuscripts and thousands more in Syriac, Coptic, Armenian, and other languages
1. Key insight: The more manuscripts we find, the easier it becomes to spot and correct variants
1. No other ancient text comes close — Homer's Iliad has ~643 manuscripts; the NT has 25,700+

IV. THE SCIENCE OF TEXTUAL CRITICISM
1. Textual criticism: from Greek krinó — "to judge." It is the scholarly discipline comparing manuscripts to recover the original wording.
1. Two types of evidence:
1. External: origin, age, and geographical spread of the manuscript — older is generally better
1. Internal: grammar and difficulty of the reading — scribes tended to smooth rough grammar, so the harder reading is often original
1. Seven rules for resolving a variant:
1. 1. Older reading preferred
1. 2. More difficult reading preferred
1. 3. Shorter reading preferred
1. 4. Reading that best explains the variants preferred
1. 5. Widest geographical support preferred
1. 6. Reading matching the author's own style preferred
1. 7. Reading with no doctrinal bias preferred

V. THE REAL PICTURE ON TEXTUAL VARIANTS
1. Ehrman cites 200,000–400,000 variants — but omits the context:
1. Spread across 25,700+ manuscripts = fewer than 16 variants per manuscript on average
1. The vast majority are trivial: spelling, word order, inclusion of "and" or "the"
1. Only 200–300 variants are significant enough to appear in Bible footnotes
1. Not one variant affects any significant doctrine of the Bible
1. Even Bart Ehrman concedes in his own appendix: "Essential Christian beliefs are not affected by textual variants in the manuscript tradition of the New Testament."
1. Bottom line: Our Bibles today are more accurate than they have ever been since the NT was first penned (John 17:20–21).
