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History:

*	The northern kingdom of Israel was taken captive by Assyria in __________ B.C. 

	~	2 Kings 17: 5-12

*	Judah came under Babylonian control, and the first captives were taken out of 	the land in __________ B.C. 

	~	Daniel 1:1-7

*	A Second major Deportation took place around __________ B.C.

*	The final deportation took place in __________ B.C., during  which time the 	temple was destroyed.

	~	2 Kings 25: 8-13

*	Jeremiah, a contemporary of these events, prophesied the captivity would 	last 	_____ years, then the captor will be punished.

	~	Jeremiah 25:12

*	The books of Ezra and Nehemiah pick up the story of God’s chosen people with 	the event of their _______________ home.

	~	Ezra 1:1-4

*	The period covered begins with Cyrus’ decree of _____ B.C. and continues into 	Nehemiah’s second governorship, which began in _____ B.C.

There are amazing _______________ about God all over the events connected to Ezra and Nehemiah.

*	How God used a foreign nation to _______________ His chosen people who 	had continually adulterated themselves before Him.

*	Now, How God uses another foreign nation to _______________ the first one, 	and to also _______________ some of His people to Jerusalem!
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1.	Background.

	A.	These Two Books Were Originally Treated As _______________.

	B.	There Is Good Evidence That They Were Once Counted As Part of 				_______________.

	C.	The Books Appear To Be Written By The Men For Whom They Are 				_______________.

	D.	The People Went Into Babylon In __________ Stages, And Returned In 			__________ Stages.

		1)	_______________ - 536 B.C.

		2)	_______________ - 458 B.C.

		3)	_______________ - 445 B.C.

2.	The Message.

	A.	Tells Of The _______________ Of The Jews To Their Homeland.

	B.	_______________ Was A Priest and A Scribe.

		*	Ezra 7: 1-6

	C.	_______________ Was A Cupbearer To King Artaxerxes I of Persia.

		*	Nehemiah 1:11 - 2:8

3.	Major Themes/ Issues.

	A.	_______________: A Lesson In God’s Control of History.

		*	In 539 B.C., Babylon fell to the armies of _______________ the 				Mede, and the Persian Period of domination in Old Testament 				history began.

		*	150 years before these events, _______________ predicted the 				role of Cyrus (by name!) in having the temple rebuilt.

			Isaiah 44:28 - 45:3

	B.	God’s Judgment and _______________.

		*	Lamentations 3: 31-32

	C.	The Abiding _______________ of Babylonian Captivity.

		*	The _______________ 

		*	The _______________ 

		*	The _______________ 

4.	Overview.

	A.	The Return Under _______________. (Ezra 1-6)
	B.	The Return Under _______________. (Ezra 7-10)
	C.	The Return Under _______________. (Neh. 1-13)

Jeremiah 29: 10-14
