
Israel’s Leadership Problem 
Chris Willcut 

	Throughout Israel’s history, we can see that this nation was blessed with many great leaders. Moses could almost be considered the father of Israel as a nation, since he led them out of Egypt and to the Promised Land. His successor Joshua was another great leader of this nation, as he led them in the conquest of their new land. We might think of David, the great king of Israel, a man after God’s own heart. However, Israel also had some poor leaders, which we find more frequently with the kings who ruled after David. We may think about such leaders like Jeroboam, Ahab, and Manasseh, who led the nation into idolatry. When Israel had godly leaders, they were typically a faithful people, but when the nation had wicked leaders, the people quickly followed in their wicked deeds. This was the situation in Israel during the days of Jeremiah’s prophesies, and we commonly find him grouping the princes, priests, and prophets together as wicked people. 
	“The priests did not say, ‘Where is the Lord?’ And those who handle the law did not know Me; the rulers also transgressed against Me; the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit” (Jeremiah 2:8). These are the words of God Jeremiah spoke against the leaders of Israel. The priests were supposed to know God’s law and lead the people in their worship to God. The rulers were supposed to lead the people in obeying God’s laws as a nation. The prophets were supposed to tell the people God’s message to them. However, these leaders of Israel were not pointing the people towards God, they were leading them away from Him. God said, “An astonishing and horrible thing has been committed in the land: The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests rule by their own power; and My people love to have it so” (Jeremiah 5:30, 31). Because these rulers led the people to sin, God was bringing punishment upon the nation. 
	So what is God going to do about these wicked leaders? He would say, “‘Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture!… Behold, I will attend to you for the evil of your doings” (Jeremiah 23:1, 2). God pronounces judgement on the rulers of His people for their wicked influence. However, His message continues as He foretells of the remnant of Israel which will return, “‘I will set up shepherds over them who will feed them; and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, nor shall they be lacking,’ says the Lord. ‘Behold, the days are coming,’ says the Lord, ‘That I will raise to David a Branch of righteousness; a King shall reign and prosper, and execute judgment and righteousness in the earth. In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell safely; Now this is His name by which He will be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS’” (Jeremiah 23:4-6). In the midst of this condemnation of Israel’s wicked shepherds, God is looking forward to spiritual Israel (Galatians 6:16) and the shepherds that will feed her (Acts 20:28), but more importantly, the Good Shepherd who will give His life for the sheep (John 10:11). In contrast to the princes, priests, and prophets which led to Israel’s downfall in the days of Jeremiah, we find salvation in our Savior, who serves as the Prophet (Acts 3:20-23), High Priest (Hebrews 3:1), and King (Matthew 27:11). 

