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	Recently, all eyes seem to be fixed on the ongoing situation between Israel and Iran. When a volatile situation arises around the nation of Israel, people take great interest. These conflicts seem to interest so many not because peace has been broken between two countries in the Middle East, not because of the civilian threat, but because of the religious doomsayers that arise during these times. Unfortunately, videos and posts on the internet begin spreading which claim that war on Israel is a sure sign that the end of the world is near. Various Bible verses are quoted to support this idea, concluding that Armageddon and tribulation are just around the corner. The question is, does the Bible actually say this? 
	When we consider the Bible in its context, we will find that these end times doomsayers are mistaken. Many will claim that war against Israel is a sure sign of the end times, and they will support this claim by using Matthew 24:6, 7: “And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars… For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom…” However, Jesus is not giving them signs for the end of the world, but for something completely different. At the beginning of Matthew 24, Jesus tells His disciples that the temple is going to be destroyed, and the disciples will proceed to ask Jesus, “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of your coming, and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3). It is important to notice that the disciples ask Jesus multiple questions! Jesus responds to their first question, and begins to give them signs which will proceed the destruction of the temple. Jesus concludes these signs by saying, “Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place” (Matthew 24:34). This means that everything Jesus had just told them would take place within their lifetime, and these events did occur in AD 70. 
	Only after this will Jesus respond to the question about the end of the world when He will return, and He says, “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, but My Father only” (Matthew 24:36). He even says that His return will happen as the flood of Noah happened, there will be no signs until it is upon them. Paul says it will come “as a thief in the night” (1 Thessalonians 5:2). The reality is, no one knows when Christ will return. No one knows when the end of the world will occur, because it is something which will not be preceded by signs. 
	Rather for looking for end times signs in the wars of Israel, there is a much more important question we should be asking. Am I ready for Jesus’ return? Unfortunately, Jesus shows that many will be caught unprepared for this great event. Jesus would say in the same conversation with His disciples, “Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect” (Matthew 24:44). Will you be caught asleep, or will you live your life always prepared and watchful for the Master’s return? 

