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	Christianity and philosophy go hand in hand. In fact, God desires His followers to be philosophers. You might be hesitant to agree with me when you read passages like, “Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ” (Colossians 2:8). It may seem like the Bible places philosophy against Christ, because it follows the tradition of men and the basic principles of the world rather than Christ. And it is true that many of the famous philosophers seemed to do more arguing over ethics and the big questions of life from a purely secular perspective rather than turning to the truth of God’s Word. However, philosophy can be much more than this. 
	The term “philosophy” comes from the Greek and literally means “love of wisdom.” So a philosopher is one who loves wisdom and pursues the acquisition of wisdom, and this is where the Bible makes a distinction. James points out two different types of wisdom. He says the wisdom that is of the world is “earthly, sensual, and demonic” (James 3:15). But there is also wisdom that is not from this world, but from above, which he describes as “pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy” (James 3:17). This is the wisdom which God desires us to pursue. 
	The Bible says, “Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding” (Proverbs 4:7). So how do we find the wisdom which is from above? It begins with looking in the right place. “For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding” (Proverbs 2:6). James would also say, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him” (James 1:5) The philosophers of the world look for wisdom only in secular and material ways, but true wisdom is only found from the Lord. 
	Once we know that God is the source of true wisdom, we can learn His wisdom through His ways. The Bible says the beginning of knowledge is the fear of the Lord (Proverbs 1:7). Wisdom comes with respecting God and who He is. The Bible makes the contrast between us and God by saying, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct your paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and depart from evil” (Proverbs 3:5-7). 
	As Christians, we are to be philosophers. We are to be lovers of the wisdom that comes from above and pursue the acquisition of this wisdom. “Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and the man who gains understanding” (Proverbs 3:13). As we look to God’s Word in search of wisdom, we must place our trust in His ways and not in our own understanding, for this is how we become wise. 

