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	One of the biggest problems that the Pharisees had with Jesus was His disregard for the traditions made by the Jewish teachers. In Matthew 15, the Pharisees actually confront Jesus on why His disciples are transgressing the tradition of the elders. Jesus responds by showing how their traditions have actually been placed higher than God’s commandments. He says, “Thus you have made the commandment of God of no effect by your tradition” (Matthew 15:6). By placing their own traditions as authoritative as God’s commands, they have made their worship worthless (Matthew 15:9). Jesus opposed the traditions of the Jews because they were the traditions of men. God gave them the Law, but the Jewish rabbis added their own teachings onto the Law. When that teaching became doctrinal, it became a problem because it made the actual commandment of God of no effect.
	As Christians, we make sure that our only doctrinal authority comes from God’s Word, however, as men began to turn from the truth, Catholics would teach that church tradition is just as authoritative as the Bible. They use the words of Paul to teach this when he writes, “Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle” (2 Thessalonians 2:15). Why would Paul instruct to hold to traditions when Jesus taught against the traditions of men? The reality is, Paul is not saying to hold to man’s traditions, but rather hold to God’s traditions. 
	When I searched the definition of tradition, I found two definitions. The first definition of tradition is “the transmission of customs or beliefs from generation to generation.” However the second definition gave the theological definition, which said, “a doctrine believed to have divine authority though not in the scriptures.” The idea that God’s tradition is completely separate from the Scriptures is false, because Paul told the Thessalonians to hold to the traditions found in the epistle. When Paul preached and wrote, what were the traditions he taught? He was teaching the doctrines of God which were to be passed down from generation to generation. 
	We must be careful to differentiate between man’s traditions and God’s tradition. Many congregations have Bible class before worship, but there is no verse in the Bible that says we must have Bible class before worship. This is man’s tradition, which is not wrong as long as we do not make it doctrine. As Christians, we gather together to have the Lord’s Supper on the first day of the week, because that is God’s tradition found in Acts 20:7. 
	When Paul told the Thessalonians to hold to the traditions, he was not teaching them to establish their own doctrinal traditions, nor was he setting a precedent for the church to place their traditions as authoritative. Rather, he was teaching Christians to hold fast to the doctrine and pattern set before them which we find in the New Testament. Let’s make sure we are placing God’s tradition as found in Scripture as our one and only source of authority. 

