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	The unfortunate reality of religion in America today is there are so many different people saying so many different things. There are estimated to be thousands of different denominations of Christianity, which leaves people uncertain whether or not there is any truth in Christianity at all. And if there is truth to be found, how is anyone to find it? Who is saying the truth, and how do you find this person? One argument I have heard goes something like this, “Well, I trust Ignatius more than I trust preacher Frank down the road.” This argument at its core appeals to the authority of men who lived closer to the time of the apostles, but is this how we should determine Biblical truth? 
	Consider the words of Paul when he wrote, “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed” (Galatians 1:8). Paul is not just saying to reject different doctrine, he is saying to reject different doctrine even if he preaches it. So how were they expected to determine whether Paul was preaching the true Gospel or not? Remember, the Bereans were commended because they were “more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so” (Acts 17:11). These Bereans were not simply testing the words of preacher Frank down the road, they were testing the words of the inspired apostle Paul!
	So is it good enough to simply trust that these early Christian writers got everything right because they may have learned from the apostles? If Paul’s words were to be tested, so should the words of every man who preaches the Gospel no matter what time period he is in. Additionally, we should not believe that every person who learned from an apostle was steadfast in the faith throughout their life. Demas was one of Paul’s companions (Philippians 4:14), yet even he eventually abandoned Paul (2 Timothy 4:10). 
	This is not to say that these early Christian writings are useless and should not be read. For example, they do provide us accounts of some problems the early church was facing. However, we must test their message, just as we must test the message of any preacher today. John would write, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1). How do we know what the truth is? Jesus said God’s Word is truth (John 17:17). Ultimately, it is up to each one of us to test what is said based on the truth of Scripture. The early Christians were fallible men, just like the preachers of today. God’s Word, however, is infallible. We can never simply take what a preacher says and assume it to be true. We must always ask, “Is this the Word of God?” 

